
Aga Khan Foundation 
Research Internship Opportunity 
 
The Aga Khan Foundation (AKF) is part of the Aga Khan Development Network 
(www.akdn.org), a group of private, non-denominational development agencies whose 
mandates range from the fields of health and education to architecture, culture, rural 
development and the promotion of private-sector enterprise. AKDN agencies and institutions, 
working together, seek to empower communities and individuals, often in disadvantaged 
circumstances, to improve living conditions and opportunities, especially in countries in sub-
Saharan Africa, South and Central Asia and the Middle East. AKF’s mission is to develop and 
promote creative solutions to problems that impede social development. AKF’s education 
programme seeks to enable families and teachers to equip children for a rapidly changing 
world while retaining a sense of values and cultural identity. 
 
In Pakistan, AKF coordinates the Releasing Confidence and Creativity (RCC) early childhood 
development programme, a unique collaboration among several local technical and 
implementing organizations, resulting in a dynamic and locally responsive approach to a 
comprehensive ECD programme development and implementation. The RCC programme 
focuses on improving the quality of early education in over 250 government and community 
primary schools across Pakistan. 
 
AKF is currently undertaking a comprehensive research study to examine the impact of the 
RCC programme on school, classroom, teacher, and child outcomes. A sample of RCC 
schools and comparison non-RCC schools has been selected for in-depth study. In addition 
to basic demographic data about schools and children, information is being collected on 
school facilities; teacher-child ratios; enrolment, retention, drop-out, and repetition rates; 
attendance; teacher qualifications, etc. To examine classroom processes and teacher 
practices, an extensive classroom observation measure is being adapted from an 
internationally validated tool, and will be used to gather information about the quality of the 
learning environment in RCC and non-RCC classrooms. Similarly, a learning achievement 
test is being developed and will be used to assess RCC and non-RCC children’s early literacy 
and numeracy skills at the end of Grade 1. These research findings will enable a critically 
needed assessment of school conditions and learning achievement for young children in 
Pakistan, and the impact of the RCC programme. 
 
AKF has a research internship opportunity available for a graduate student with 
interests in research, early education, and international work. The intern will have the 
opportunity to be involved in all aspects of the research programme, including design, 
planning, training, data collection, data management, and data analysis and report 
writing. This opportunity provides for significant learning and growth. 
 
The ideal candidate will be a graduate student who has studied research methods and 
child development, has some experience with quantitative research, has experience 
working in communities, and speaks Urdu fluently. Experience working internationally, 
particularly in the Majority world, is an asset. 
 
The internship is expected to be a four month assignment, preferably taking place between 
January and April 2010. 
 
Candidates must be willing to relocate to Pakistan and travel within the country for the 
duration of the internship. Airfare, accommodation, and a basic stipend will be provided by the 
organization. 
 
Interested candidates should send their cover letter and resume by October 31, 2009 to: 
caroline.arnold@akdn.org; kathy.bartlett@akdn.org; and sadaf.shallwani@akdn.org 
 
 


